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KANSAS OPEN BOOKS PREFACE

:KHQ DVNHG WR ZULWH WKLV QHZ SUHIDFH IRU P\ ROG ERRN³P\ ÀUVW ERRN
published thirty years ago—I immediately thought of the preface of my
(hopefully) forthcoming third book. My Georgia book will be something
of a sequel to this book, moving from West to South but continuing with
the comparative and historical perspective on local political economy in
late nineteenth-century US communities. In fact, in the mid-1990s I was
presenting papers at Social Science History meetings that compared thirdparty political movements in Colorado, Georgia, and Kansas.
To better appreciate the continuity and change in my approach to local
KLVWRU\ DQG FRPPXQLW\ VWXGLHV , ÀUVW WXUQHG WR WKH RULJLQDO SUHIDFH RI
this 1990 book and then to what I had already said in the notes of my second book, The Failure of Planning: Permitting Sprawl in San Diego Suburbs,
1970–1999, published in 2003. Then I looked at the penultimate draft of
WKHDIRUHPHQWLRQHGWKLUGERRN·VSUHIDFHZKLFKKHOSHGPHWRWKLQNDERXW
WKHWKLUW\\HDUVRIVFKRODUVKLSVLQFHWKLVÀUVWERRN+RZ,IHOWLQKDV
EHHQSUHVHUYHGLQWKHÀUVWSUHIDFH+HUH,ZLOOIRFXVLQVWHDGRQKRZP\
thinking about doing local history has changed.
Today, as professor emeritus of sociology, I am not inclined to criticize
the doctoral candidate of 1982 or the soon-to-be-tenured assistant profesVRURI7KHRULJLQDOSUHIDFHZDVÀQHDVZDV DQGLV WKHERRNDQG
even the dissertation that provided much of the theory and data. I will
DGG ZLWK WKDQNV WR P\ ROG IULHQG 7RP 1RHO WKH ZRUOG·V IRUHPRVW DXthority on Denver saloons, one correction that he pointed out in a review
of this book. On page 21, Thomas Wildman is referenced as Wilder—in
an unconscious reference to Laura Ingalls Wilder. When Tom pointed out
that error (after the book was published) I was upset. Despite our best
efforts, this typo lurks in silent witness to the fact that you cannot really
trust sociologists to get the names and dates right. In fact, when I tried
WRÀQGWKLVW\SR,UHDOL]HGWKDWWKHUHZDVQRUHIHUHQFHWR:LOGPDQLQWKH
index, and the bibliographic reference to his letters, cited under Hafen,
Leroy R. (editor), omits the name of Ann W. Hafen (his coeditor). Clearly,
the young sociologist was not as sensitive as he might have been to the
conventions of history. He was also unaware of the forthcoming rise of a
decidedly feminist New Western History, announced by Patricia Nelson
Limerick in “What on Earth Is the New Western History?” (in Limerick,
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Clyde A. Milner II, and Charles E. Rankin, eds., Trails: Toward a New Western History). This book was, indeed, one of the last of the “New Social History” books of the seventies and eighties that used historical data to test
sociological theories—most notably here, the theory of public and private
government, which is the centerpiece of this analysis.
As I said in my last book, The Failure of Planning, this theory holds up
well, but it tends to ignore the extent to which there are public and private
faces of government in all localities, states, and even in the federal government. That said, the base in local frontier political economy and the imSOLFDWLRQVIRULQWHUDQGLQWUDFODVVFRQÁLFWDVWKHIURQWLHULVLQFRUSRUDWHG
into the national and international political economy, remain worthy of
the time invested in developing and testing this theory. If the form is a bit
too social science dissertation–like, even after being completely rewritten
as a book, the content is still worth preserving. The thesis is still defensible
and potentially enlightening—even now that we have, apparently, tranVFHQGHGWKH1HZ:HVWHUQ+LVWRU\LQDÀWRISRVWPRGHUQZKLPV\
Since writing this book I have completed a totally different sort of local history—using archival and oral history combined with nonparticipant observation—to compare the experience of San Diego suburbs with
growth and growth control, habitat preservation, and affordable housing
from 1970 to 1999. The Failure of Planning was intended to be my popular
book, one without all the tables and with most of the theory buried in
chapter notes—a large portion of which were deleted to keep the book
short and relatively inexpensive. The Failure of Planning used maps in lieu
of tables, but this was before I learned about geographic information sysWHPV 7KH PDSV LQ WKLV  ERRN ZHUH KDQG GUDZQ RU PRGLÀHG E\ DQ
illustrator.
It is hard to imagine this book without its tables, although I would,
if writing this book today, have done much more with maps. There is
RQHPDSLQWKLVERRNMXVWEHIRUHWKHÀUVWFKDSWHUORFDWLQJWKHFLWLHVDQG
the two major rivers while somewhat abstractly representing the Rocky
Mountains. In my current work on Georgia towns and counties during
Reconstruction (1868–1880), I do much more with railroads and rivers.
That would be a welcome addition to the Colorado story presented here,
SDUWLFXODUO\VLQFHWKHUDLOURDGVÀJXUHSURPLQHQWO\LQWKHVWRU\7KH*HRUJLDERRNZLOODOVREHQHÀWIURPP\UHDOL]DWLRQWKDWVWDWLVWLFDODQDO\VLVFDQ
reduce the number of tables and the somewhat tedious survey of descripWLYHVWDWLVWLFV,WZLOOOLNHZLVHEHQHÀWIURPWKHXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKDWÀJXUHV
as well as maps can replace tables with descriptive statistics, thereby set-
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ting up a more sophisticated analysis that predicts if not explains election
results, among others.
There was a battle raging in sociology in the seventies on the general
linear model, the new structural equation models, and the relative merits
of quantitative and qualitative analyses. As a graduate student at Michigan, 1975–1982, my mantra was, I crunch numbers for money as a research
assistant for faculty who do survey research, but my work is historical and qualitative. That was obviously not true of this 1990 book, and it was even less
WUXHRIWKHGLVVHUWDWLRQ VWLOODYDLODEOHRQPLFURÀOP ZKLFKKDGHYHQ
more tables, plus thirty-eight pages of technical appendices on sampling,
coding, and analysis of data from various sources. In the appendix (227–
229), there was even a brief discussion of statistical tests, including some
comparing proportions of wealth by class, industry, and bracket ($100–
$199) in Golden and Denver. This exercise was included to indicate that
the student eschewed quantitative research methods but was thoroughly
trained in their use and abuse.
These traces of the student project are not preserved here in this 1990
SXEOLFDWLRQEXWLWEHQHÀWVIURPWKHVDPSOLQJFRGLQJDQGDQDO\WLFDOVNLOOV
that the student learned from his professors in Ann Arbor. Fortunately,
in the intervening years, while I might have lost some of my youthful
enthusiasm and energy, I have managed to transcend the battle of the
quantitative versus qualitative, survey versus archival, article versus book
promoters. Only by achieving the status of emeritus professor have I been
able to completely ignore the ways in which other people attempt to judge
my effort or achievement. At this point, I can say that I sometimes am
extremely pleased with the opportunity to read and think a bit more and
even to rewrite what others have found less than compelling. Hopefully,
WKHÀQDOUHYLHZRIP\*HRUJLDERRN LQZKLFKRQHUHYLHZHUKDVDOUHDG\
uncovered one typo in the misspelling of a middle name) will not exhaust
my efforts to model tolerance and patience. These qualities should help us
all as we await the new normal.
The other thing that strikes me, in revisiting this manuscript today,
LV WKH H[WHQW WR ZKLFK ÁHVKDQGEORRG KXPDQV DUH OHVV LPSRUWDQW WKDQ
classes and parties. The more recent search for missing voices is more apparent in my current work, where I trace the prehistory of my towns in
considering the Native American chiefdoms along the rivers and in the
coastal zone where the rivers met the sea. The anthropology of this prehistory is missing here, barely referenced in the Pueblo and Greeley chapters
and in two short paragraphs on the Sand Creek Massacre (159). Still, my
intent is not to criticize my earlier work but to recognize where it stands
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in the context of my intellectual development. Clearly the energy and enthusiasm of youth are in evidence here, in the hours, days, weeks, and
months spent in the Colorado archives, gathering data that I would eventually manage to organize and analyze. At this point, I am grateful for the
data and the theory. It was quite an ambitious effort, unlike anything that
,KDYHGRQHEHIRUHRUVLQFH7KLVZDVP\ÀUVWFRPSDUDWLYHORFDOKLVWRU\
which established the foundation for my more recent efforts, and which
might yet interest others in this path toward understanding the present by
exploring the past and understanding the global by focusing on the local.
As I look around me today I am keenly aware of the importance of class
and community, in Colorado, in California, in Georgia, and, especially,
here in the college town of West Lafayette, Indiana, where my neighbors
and I are attempting to deal with the problems of government and economy, protest and participation, race and gender, as well as class and party.
I remain cautiously optimistic on the prospects for brokering a coalition of
people and organizations pursuing class, race, and gender justice, along
with environmental stewardship, and teaching them to avoid past errors
while attempting to fundamentally change the world. Clearly we can
think globally, but we must act locally and hope that we will not be fooled
again.
Richard Hogan
West LaFayette, Indiana
June 2020
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